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By Ron Lamping

very time we celebrate

Mass, we proclaim ong
of the core beliefs of our
Catholic faithNthe Paschal
Mystery.EChrist has died!
Christ is risen! Christ will

the savior of the world.ETh
is truly a mystery of faith.EW
express this belief in the
ApostlesO Creed:E OHe suff
under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended to th
dead. On the third day he ro
again.OE

A few weeks ago, we cele-
brated the joyful birth of Jesu
at Christmas.EThe very noti
that the Incarnate Son of Gg¢
should or could sufferand d
is beyond our grasp. This
mystery of GodOs divine lo
is an unfathomable mystery
Yes, Jesus truly died a real
physical death and entered
into the dwelling place of th
dead. Until his Resurrectior
Jesus experienced the
condition of deathNsepar-
ation of his soul from his body
Jesus did not pretend to be
dead. Scripture tells us in th
letter to the Hebrews 2:9 th
by the grace of God, Jesus
tasted death for everyone.k

When Jesus died, he enter
the abode of the dead, whe
he joined the souls of all wh
had preceded him in death
What a wonderful demon-

stration of ChristOs love for
all people. After Jesus died
he reunited himself with all
the people who had alread
died.E

The Death and
Resurrection of Christ

come again! Jesus Christ i$

New Vision

At the heart of our faith in
2 Christ is the mystery of Jesu
Resurrection. The Resur-
rection is JesusO being rai
from the dead to a new,

glorified life.E

he Saint Mary Pastoral
Council is pleased to sha
with you that our parish

now has a Vision
Statement. Over the past tw
years, our parish staff and al
commissions have read and
sSThe Catechism of the Catholidiscussed the book, Steward
eChurch defined the Resur- ship: A DiscipleOs Response
rection as the Obodily risingwell-received were the ideas

S

D

Satement

a Long Range Planning
WwEeommittee with broad
representation and has charg
them with formulatinga 5to 1
pyear plan for all facets of parig
life. The target for completiof
ofthe long range planis Augu
-2010. Members of the parish
Serving on this committee ar
Jack Greiner, Lisa Habel, Emi

eacddesus from the dead on thpresented in this book that it
third day after his death on was decided to use some of
the cross and burial in the

etomb.OE

5e

There are different stories

appearance of the Risen Lortbrward together. The followin
do the disciples.EBut the | statement has been approve
bguestion is always OWhy | by Fr. Ken and our parish stz
dlidnOt the disciples imme{ as well as by Pastoral Cound
ediately recognize Jesus?OF Theparish commissions have
reason is that when Jesus Wasviewed it and given input.
@aised from the dead, his
.Resurrection was not merelyPlease read the new vision
a return to earthly life and hisstatement (below) and let us
earthly body.EThe Resurrednow what you think!
etion was not resuscitation from
1the deadNlike bringing Several other important
someone back to life.E Christiddiatives are also moving
Resurrection was the passaderward within the parish.
.to new life beyond time ang Pastoral Council has establish

main themes to write a visionRick Ryan, Mike Schoeny,
statement for our parish. Our Suzanne Schweller, and Sug
Vision Statement is intended fdhompson. At the same time
inconvey the kind of parish we our school is also undertakin
the Gospel accounts of the want to become as we move a similar long range planning

Henry, Cara Hurak, Joe Lutmé
héevin McSweeney, Trey Rous

effort under the leadership o
@iane Tarvardian. Please fe
\ffree to contact any member
iPastoral Council to discuss the

projects.

Members of Pastoral Counc
include: Harry Brandicourt,
Emily Darr, Lainie Fertick, Tim
Gorman, Debbie Johnson, J
Knappenberger, Marisue Nab
Rick Ryan, Suzanne Schwell¢
Kevin Shea, Diane Tarvardia
Fr. Ken Schartz, Mary Anne
ddressler, Angie Pfaller, and

space.EE

e

afThe death and Resurrectign
of Jesus is truly the good news

Fthat has been proclaimed by
Christians throughout the

We are called to be disciples of Jesus,
and are committed to:
~ ongoing personal conversion,

Keith Pfaller. &

pdges.E Jesus Christis true
rand true man.EThis is our
oCatholic faith! i

y

Godliscernment of gifts through the Holy Spirit, ¢
~ using our gifts to serve others as good stew
of GodGs varied grace.

We strive to be a grateful, compassionate
community, engaged with one another,
and committed to our role in
building GodOs kingdom.
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For Whom ; :
ToBeli - CoRICE EXErIence

By Mary Ann Bressler
onOt cry that itOs over. Smile bg

it happened.O These words by D@ thing different. At my sisterOs | close to dying. As soon as he was if

Seuss were spoken in aremembrai@esuggestion, we each wrapped ughaspice and knew where he was, D
at the funeral of Kathleen Callahan Healyritten memory of my father. Anothemecided it was time to die.
a longtime St. Mary parishioner and théamily member opened it and read the
original-and-long-time-editor of The BeBtory aloud. We did this to mark our firsThat evening and the next day, he tal
of St. Mary. Kathy died on Christmas E\@hristmas without Dad; he died in June.lot. He wasnOt making much sens
in Connecticut, where she had been living but my brother and | had learned frg
with her daughter for the past several yeanadOs lung cancer was already at Stad®ok (Final Gifts, by hospice nurs
Her funeral was held at St. Mary Churgrour (of four) when diagnosed. AlthougMaggie Callanan and Patricia Kelle
on December 30, and she was laid to fgstatment could give him more time,|ihat dying peopleOs nonsense can ¢
alongside her beloved husband Jim atwould not cure him. When he first | be symbolic attempts at communicati
St. Joseph Cemetery. learned this, he accepted his approachiighough we usually failed to find th
death, grateful for his long and hapgyneaning in the odd or bizarre things
Kathy would definitely not have wanted| life of 80 years. That didnOt mean hewould say or questions he would as
family and friends to cry at her passing buiould go without a fight, though. Fout felt at least a little prepared by this
to rejoice in her life. She had an indomitalsigonths of weekly chemotherapy didnBaok for a situation | had never been i
spirit and a fierce devotion to her family I’gjve him any trouble and he didnOt sebefore.
her faith. For 50 years she devoted that Sgilgk at all, but eventually a cough

TSﬁs Christmas my family did somgsurprised; | didnOt think he was tha

ked
e,
m
es
)
hften
on.

e
he

and ferocity to St. Mary Church, The Be
her greatest passion. As someone who K
Kathy from the time | was in grade scho
at SMS with her youngest child Terry throu
adulthood, at which point | was honoreg
have her pass the torch of The Bell to
can attest to the fact that she was a forg
be reckoned with and a personality imposs
to forget. (1 will certainly never forget the
time Kathy drove through the middle of t
Flying Pig because by God she was par}
on Shady Lane for 9:30 Mass!)

It seems oddly appropriate that we are wri
about KathyOs passing in an issue of The
devoted to death and dying. As Catholig
we believe that death is not an end but

beginning, that existence does not stop
changes, and that we live on in Christ. W
KathyOs physical presence is notNand
not beenNwith us, she still lives on throu
The Bell. Our tribute to her life reminds

very powerfully that death is indeed not

end and that we should smileNeven if t
tears are falling.

Rest in peace, Kathy. And thank ydu.E

ldeveloped, along with pneumonia, whi
mlﬂmtrated and weakened him.

0
®ince my work at St. Mary is part-tim
fvas able to accompany my dad to ma
eldctor appointments, tests, and
thisspitalizations. For me, this was a
lalelcome opportunity to help take ¢

cDver the two days Dad was in hospi
all seven of his children and most of
grandchildren got to be with him an
awith each other. His mind would cle
ihyr a few minutes and he knew who
were. We got to tell him we loved hi
and how much we cherished having h
ras our father. His pain was being

of him, a chance to give back to him|emanaged and he was in a safe place
h_EttIe of what he had given me over thgot a chance over those days to get
igars. It was also a chance to be presenthe idea that he was dying now, 3

with him at moments of receiving b
news; to hold his hand and cry with h
I8ger the ending of his life.

> Bell

$Vhen a scan showed that cancer hg
aspread throughout his body, he was gi
s than six months to live, and it w
Nilene to contact hospice. My dad wag
hasle to be present at an initial family
hmeeting with a hospice nurse, planni
U&bout receiving care at home. It wa

dve got to say good-bye. We were al
o send him off to the next life surround
by our love. All this was wonderful ys
painful, and a great gifthE
d

en

as

ng

[72)

lRfficult to talk about his dying with
@im there, but helpful to be honest
plan together. After the nurse left,

to be admitted to their facility. | was

all held hands, prayed, and cried together.
Before home care began, however, the
hospice staff determined he met criteria

d
e
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By MaryAnne Bressler

Thoushallnotkill.  (Exodus 20:13)

Four short words make up the fifth
commandment. They sound so simple,
have proved to be extremely difficult t
live out. Humans are constantly makir
exceptions to these words. We Kill in s
defense in times of war or immediate pe
For most of human history executions
criminals by governmental authority h
been sanctioned, from the crucifixions
JesusO day to the lethal injections curre
practiced by the state of Ohio.

What does the Catholic Church teach about
killing? Does the fifth commandment
allow for exceptions?

Certainly the Church categorically oppo
the taking of human life in some instang

To take the life of a person who is utter
unable to defend it can never be justifig
There is not space in this newsletter to
discuss the complicated issues that

surround end-of-life issues. Medical

science has complicated the question
extraordinary means and when one is
allowing nature to run its course versu
science hastening (or impeding) a nat
death. Moral theologians can assist us
understanding how to interpret end-of-|
issues. The U.S. Conference of Catho
BishopsO website (www.uscchb.org) hé

does teach.

Before | formed you in the womh | knew
you. (Jeremiah 1:5)

The Church also has very clearly staté
the moral perils surrounding fertility
techniques that basically create life an
then dispose of it. Frozen embryos are
according to the Church, just genetic
material that can be disposed of wher
longer needed. Life is not a matter of
viability or utility. Nor is it a matter of

personal choice. In GodOs hands alor
the creation and end of life rest.

Catholic Teaching on
the Gomplexity of Life

Abortion and euthanasia are always wrargyer greater restraint on the part of nati

information that explains what the Chur

The words of Jesus add a new twist to
fifth commandment. OYou have heard
I[i?}%vas said to your ancestors, OYou sh
t kill; and whoever kills will be liable
to judgment.O But | say to you, whoev
S angry with his brother will be liable {
[ PdgmentO (Matthew 5: 21).
C"]fheologians have grappled with these
ords for two millennia. Saints Augusti
| @hd Thomas Aquinas provided theologi
2 (}juments for just war and for just cond
during war. More recently the USCCB
issued the document The Harvest of Jus
Is Sown in Peace, which reflects in gre
detail on the challenges of peace in anud
world. Because the potential devastat

sed war has grown over the past centur
aecent popes and bishops have called

D

lyn making the decision to go to war.
2d.

But | say to you, love your enemies, and
pray for those who persecute you.
(Matthew 5: 44)

P Blfkewise, the Church teaches that cap
_punishment is not to be undertaken un
i }his is the only possible way of effectiv
I . X )
efending human lives against the unj
ggressor O (Catechism of the Cathol
%hurch, 2267). The Catechism states

1S . :
Crﬂffender is an absolute necessity Oare

rare, i
The U.S. Bishops have begun a camps
to end the death penalty in the United St;

(see their website-www.uscchb.org).

2dVhile we Catholics know that death is
not an end, not an evil, we also know f
dt is not our decision to end life. To lea

natore about any of these issues, visit
www.vatican.va or www.uscch.org to
read in more detail what the Church
teachesh

e do

Othe cases in which the executioq of t

f not practically non-existent® O (it

My Uncle Chris

By Olivia Desch

St. Mary School, Grade 8
tile donOt know much about death, b
t have experienced that someone cl
to me has died. In December of 20(

my Uncle Chris was flying a plane whe
@mn engine failed. He died when the pla
arashed. | remember waking up in th
morning and my mom and dad tellin
my sister and me what had happened.
| was ten and my sister was eight. | loved
&Incle Chris so much and | was very sad
at he had died.

uct
My family and | went to Richmond,
stidieginia, for his funeral. All of my cousin
~atere there and we stayed at the same
leatel, so that made me feel a little better.
alve spent the time that we were ther
ywith family and very close friends,
foourning the loss of Uncle Chris. M
posusins and | hung out together and
played a lot of basketball, trying to ease
the pain of what had happened. During
th= i .neral my cousin Toby, Uncle ChrisOs
son, spoke about his dad. | remember
learning things that | didnOt know abaqut
it pcle Chris during the funeral from what
ople said about him. Everyone in the
mily cried as my dad and his brother
ied the casket out of the church with

¥ ?.I’I’I

everyone else in the family following

t&)aqhind.

(D,

ncle Chris was the uncle who camefto
cinnati a lot when | was little to visi
I;'( grandma, so | spent a lot of time wi
LR, His death was very hard on me a
Sill miss him so much. His death taug
me to live everyday to the fullest and

not take anything for granted. | think

h
nd
ht
(o}

A

D

rr%gat it is more painful to see someone
ss away quickly. If someone is dyin
slowly, you have more time to be prepar
and to let it sink in. When someone di
quickly, you arenOt ready for it to happ
and it canOt sink in right away. This i
what Uncle ChrisOs death has taught
what it means to mdé

g
ed
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By Jack Greiner

The Kneeling Drunkard

I wasn’t sure what makes a song a hymn.
So I looked up “hymn” on an online
dictionary. It means a “song or ode in
praise or honor of God.” Sounds about
right. The reason I was wondering is
because I'd been thinking about a song
from Johnny Cash’s Unchained

CD. On the one hand,

I think it

qualifies as a

hymn. But on

the other hand,

well, I’m just

not sure.

The song is called

“The Kneeling

Drunkard’s Plea.” So

it’snot quite ano-brainer

title like “How Great Thou

Art.” Cash wrote the song.

We may think many things

about the “Man in Black,” but

a writer of hymns does not come
immediately to mind. Even I am not
suggesting that “Folsom Prison Blues”
is a spiritual. Cash sings the song with
Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers. Again,
not exactly the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.
And the song features Tom Petty’s
jangling guitar. No church organ to be
found. Safe to say we won’t be hearing
itat 11:30 Mass anytime soon.

The song, as you might guess, tells the
story of a drunkard. And he’s not really
high-functioning. He “staggers and
lurches” around an old country church.
Cash doesn’t say so, but I'm willing to
bet he does a little panhandling while
he’s at it. Worse than that, when his dying
mother calls for him to visit her deathbed,
the drunkard shows up one day late. In
short, the guy is a major screw-up.

But here’s where the song becomes a
hymn in my estimation. The drunkard
knows he’s a screw-up. His reaction to

Everyday Faith

showing up too late to say goodbye to
his mother is to kneel at her grave and
ask God to have mercy. There’s no
excuses, no rationalizations, and no
blaming anyone else. It’s just the drunkard
acknowledging that he’s terribly flawed.

But Cash sings that as the drunkard
kneels there “God in Heaven” is
looking down.

The rest of the song contains
bad news and good news.
The bad news is that not
long after this, the
drunkard dies. The
good news,
however, is that
God has heard the
drunkard’s plea, and
he’s sleeping in
heaven with his
mother. Apparently, the
drunkard’s instincts were right
on target. God is merciful. And in
his mercy He wraps his arms around that
low-functioning screw-up and reunites
him with the mother he abandoned.

I find the song incredibly comforting.
Because if I had to choose between a just
God and a merciful God, I'd take merciful
every time. That is based purely on self-
interest. While I'm not a lurching
drunkard (usually) and while I think I’ve
mastered time management sufficiently
that I’d be at my mom’s deathbed, I am
a sinner. So if God is just, I am hosed.
If He’s merciful, however, there’s hope.

As I think about life and death I find that
I need that comfort. The notion of God
meting out the gift of mercy instead of
a sentence is truly comforting. And “The
Kneeling Drunkard’s Plea” praises God
for that gift. So it is indeed a hymn. And
a beautiful one at that.

Rite of Christian
Funerals and
Remembrances

By Kathleen Cail

ccording to Preparing Funeral Liturgies:
A Liturgical Handbook for Bereavement
Committees, OThe Rite of Christian Fungerals

of Committal (at the graveside). These three
are not separate ceremoniesNbut are pne

is a progressive emphasis upon Christi
joy and hope as the outlook of the mourners
is changed from a sense of personal loss to
an awareness of life after death.

O The whole liturgical rite is permeated Wwith

a deepening realization of our share in the
paschal mysteryNthe baptismal rite
proclaims this at the beginning of Chrisﬂian
life and the funeral rite recalls and reaffitrms
it at the time of death. Our whole life is|a
dying to sin and rising with Christ to a new

life. This culminates in human death which
we see as a final dying and rising with Christ,
a Passover through death to a new lifg.O

When thinking about a Catholic funeral the
guestion of a eulogy often comes to mjnd.
The decision on eulogies is not arbitrafy
and has relevance to the overall focus|and
purpose of the funeral Mass. According to
Emily Besl Henry, St. Mary Pastoral
Associate, OThere are no eulogies at Catholic
funeral Masses. The prayer of the chufch

is about GodOs merciful love and our sharing
in the paschal mystery of Christ. A eulogy

is about the deceased, often recounting the
personf)s life. In contrast, the funeral Mass,
as an act of worship, is about God and GodOs
saving action in the personOs life.O However,
the Catholic Church does allow for remem-
brances ofthe deceased, givento demonstrate
his faith life. According to the Order of
Christian Funerals (for the worldwide
Church),OA brief homily based on the
readings is always given after the gospel
reading at the funeral liturgy and

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

may also be given after the readings at the
vigil service; but there is never to be a
eulogy. Attentive to the grief of those
present, the homilist should dwell on GodOs
compassionate love and on the pasch
mystery of the Lord, as proclaimed in
Scripture readings. The homilist shoul
also help the members of the assembly to
understand that the mystery of GodOs|love
and the mystery of JesusO victorious death
and resurrection were present in the life
and death of the deceased and that these
mysteries are active in their own lives gs
well.O

According to Emily, Odirectives for th

funeral liturgy allow for a remembranc
of the deceased, before the Final Com

dation (The Final Commendation is th
part where the body is incensed and we
sing the Song of FarewellNOSaints of God,
come to her aid...Receive her soul and
present her to GodO)O or Oin the vigil service,
at the funeral home or in church, a spoken
remembrance may occur. Aremembrance
is brief, and focused on GodOs gift to the
deceased, or the way that she lived her
faith.O

OSome dioceses in the U.S. do not al
eulogies or any kind of spoken remer)-
brance,O says Emily. The Archdiocese
Cincinnati does allow for remembrance
with the following directives:

Following the prayer after communion,

if a member or friend of the family

wishes to speak words of remembranc

of the deceased, the rite indicates thig

should be done before the Final

Commendation begins. Guidelines for

such words are:

¥ Clearly not a eulogy

¥ Very brief (parish should suggest
definite length of time)

¥ Be positive in nature

¥ Demonstrates how the faith life of the
deceased was portrayed in their lived
experience

¥ Speaks to the Christ-like attitudes /

values that were importantin their life

¥ A copy of the text is shared ahead of
time with a member of the parish staff

(1]

St. Mary Parish follows these guidelin
for remembrances, with the additional n
that a remembrance should take no lor
than five minutes#é
E
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Above: Fall Prepare Affair
on Saturday, November 14

[0

Below: The Jesse Tree(left);
Breakfast with Santa (right)
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Above: Parish Welcome
Receptions (left); St. Vincent
dePaul helpers (right)

Below: Lessons and Libations on Friday,
November 6

Bottom: 7he Crafty Ladies of Shady
Lane offer their handiwork

Ia
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By Maggi Hunt

f you think the Anointing
of the Sick is just for the
extremely old or the
critically ill, or if you
assume the only time you c
receive it is at the moment
death, you arenOt alone. M
Catholics still think of the
sacrament that way.

The Anointing of the Sick is
a sign of ChristOs healing
presence in the world.

Anyone, regardless of age, ¢
receive the sacrament if his
her health is seriously impa
ed. It can also be administer
before surgery, and it can b
received more than once if t
original illness gets worse ¢
if another serious sickness
diagnosed.

If the whole purpose of the
sacramentisto help heal peg
and continue the work Jesu
did when he was on earth, h
did it become so linked with
death, dying, and old age? W,
did a sacrament of healing
become known as OExtren
UnctionO or OLast RitesO

One reason may be that
anointing was seen as the |
step in lifeOs journey, so peq
began to think of the sacramé
as their final chance to
reconcile with God before
death. Because Anointing ¢
the Sick has the power to
forgive sin as well as heal,
people waited until they we
sure they were dying to ask
for it. If possible, a dying
person would go to Confes
ion, receive Communion, ar

The Sacrament of
Anointing of the Sick

then receive the Last Rites
he or she were already so n
death that Confession and
Communion werenOt possil
athen they had the heavenly
ofnsurance, so to speak, of
amgceiving forgiveness throug
the Last Rites.

The difficulty with all this is
that while anointing is a wa
to have your sins forgiven,
isnOt supposed to take the p
of the Sacrament of Recon
aciliation. Because Anointin
oof the Sick was in danger o

By Maggi Hunt

he Order of Christi
ear

le
are called to a ministry of

consolation to those who ha
jkuffered the loss of one who
they love. The Church calls
each member of ChristOs Bqg
Npriest, deacon, laypersonN
yto participate in the ministr
iof consolation: to care for th
albyéng, to pray for the dead,
-comfort those who mourn.(

J
fA parish bereavement minist

rbecoming just another for
edf confession at the time o
edeath, Vatican Il changed t
hprayers accompanying the
pranointing to reemphasize i
id1ealing character. The emp
sis returned to prayers for
recovery of physical, ment
or spiritual health.
ple
sAnointing of the Sick is the
pwway we as Catholics call o
the healing, restoring pow
hgf Jesus when we are at o
lowest and most vulnerabl
1étOs a way we can gain th
strength to bear suffering wi
patience and dignity. And it
a way of reminding ourselv
atat no matter what happe
pie life or death, Jesus will b
2there beside ud
E

-

e

nd

offers support and care to thg
in the community who have
experienced the loss of a lov
one.
S

dhe first role of the bereave
ment minister is to represer
lthe parish community by
offering a supportive, non-
judgmental presence to ass
the family in planning the
funeral liturgy.

r

Hospitality plays a big part i
this, as we are frequently th
first contact for some family
limembers after being distanc
som the Church for many
gears. A pastoral minister
sneets with the family to guid
ghem in choosing scripture af
music that reflects their
memories of the deceased g
speaks the comfort of our fait
If we can help make the funer
Mass a meaningful experien
for the family, we help
strengthen the bonds they ha
with the Church.

Parishioners can serve in
numerous capacities in the

Bereavement Ministry-
We are all called to 1t

Funerals states, OWhéine funeral rites. Parishione
a member of ChristQsan help with copying the
Body dies, the faithfufuneral program, coordinatir

reparation and celebration

liturgical ministers for the

nset-up for the liturgy,
hospitality, and serving as
digctors, musicians, and
Eucharistic Ministers.
y
éAfter-care is an important
@element of a parish bereay
Dment ministry. Our ministry,
reaches out to the bereave
ryperson or family for one ye
dellowing the death of a love
one. At St. Mary we providg
edngoing support through
letters and CareNotes whic
are sent to the bereaved at ¢
three, six, and eleven mont
1post death. We are able to re
the bereaved to sources of

iprovide.

An annual Evening Prayer
service is held on All Souls
nDay, inviting relatives and

driends of parishioners wha
have died in the past year

ecemember their loved ones
prayer, scripture, song, ang
candle lighting. This has
ebecome a treasured traditi
ndt St. Mary.

ks a parish community, we
hcommunicate the LordOs
gbresence to the grieving in @
cenidst by our actions, our
presence, and our prayers
V&l are called to a ministry ¢
consolation.@

E

veuneral liturgy, preparation and

assistance we are unable to

of
S

-
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A ParishionerOs Story

here is nothing that brin
'I‘ one closer to belief in

God than the mysterie
surrounding birth into this
world or a death carrying &
loved one out of it.

Our mother died fairly youn
and hence we spent 30 ye
taking care of DadNor so w
thought.EThroughout our liv
Dad was always thereN
always (e.g. attending eve
performance of a high scha
musical for a daughter only
in the chorus). He was a
helicopter parent before the
had the name, but in a good
wayNto enjoy the
show.EOur parents had
been so much a part

of our lives as kids

that as adults we

could never leave Dad
out.EEvery year, we
exchanged discussions

on who was takingEDad
with them on vacation, whg
was taking care of Thanks
giving, Christmas, and
FathersO Day. | would like
say he never spent any of
these alone, but thatOs no
true.E

Dad had enjoyed great hea
until aboutEageE82.EFrom
on it was a cascade of issu
starting with diabetes,
followed by dementia, hea
attack, and finally several
types of cancer.EA decisio
had to made during these
years, but | am not sure we
ever really made a conscio
decision.EDad gradually
moved in with us.EFor yeg|
he had been traveling with

One Family’s Journey Through Death

gthe weather: summers in
Wisconsin, fall in Cincinnat
sand winter in Houston, spri
in Cincinnati and back
again.EWe had to cut out
WisconsinNDad couldnOt i
alone anymore.EWe all agr|
gthat the most logical answ
awgas for Dad to move into ¢
eassisted living homeNand v
egl couldnOt do it. EWe bec
the assisted living home.E
rystruggled and sometimes
dlought over how strict to be
with his diet and exercise,

Yy

)
and Dad was right in there
withEOgive me the apple |

t@a la modeNwha dOya think
IOGm gonna live forever?OF

[ the pillsNthere were pills oy
the wazoo.E

[tOur kids learned the
timaportance of letting peopl
eknow where you are going

rtout of safety and courtesy,
because that was what Da
nhad always demanded of U
They learned how to speal
> louder for someone who
usouldnOt hear, how to hav
patience with someone a |
rslower, that it was ok to he
an adult with his shoes, an

and when you would be bac

as time went on, with his
, clothes and more. They

ndearned a lot about WWIIE4

the Depression, how to curg
and about family.EWe all
elearned we could do things
edldat we once thought
erimpossible for us to do. We
rlearned we were doing thin
efor Dad that he had long ag
ardene for us.E
We
Through the years of visitin
> living and Obeing assisted
Dad never stopped giving U
his Oeducated kids,OEhis
lessons.EFour days before
died, he insisted on going g
for his daily hamburger ar
French fries.EHe had to
carriedEand he couldnOt ¢
much, but if this was one ¢
the only things left fo
him to enjoy he wasn
about to let it pass
by.EDad spent his entire
showing us that this is a
beautiful world and that the
is always someone or som

Nthank you to Godé

And

t P.S.E DadOs funeral lunch v
hamburgers, french fries an
apple pieNgrilled on site (bu
thatOs another story).

ek

K,

d
S.

-

Dt
Ip

WinterFest
1s Coming!

The first PTO WinterFest will

happen on February 27, 2010,
Nd Robisch Hall, just in time
5& relieve the winter’s cabin
fever!

There will be a Silent Auction,
just like the Bid and Buy at the
JBunFest. There will also be a
J@ve auction of especially
wonderful items such as
condos, event tickets, etc.

J,
In preparation for this much
anticipated event, the PTO
if®eds donations from you to
Dadke this fundraiser a great
Whccess. Ideas for donations
dre: cash; gift cards that can be
B@ctioned or used to make
2Bliskets; art works; portraits;
Kervices such as music lessons,
[ seamstress time, etc.; household
Qiems; store or restaurant gift
‘cards; furniture; and of course,
if&ent tickets, condos,
vacations, and dinners.

[e

EPlease call Kathy Masraum

ighing to enjoy. What a greatat 321-6297 with any questions

or for pick-up or drop-off
locations. She will be happy
V&Spick up your items. You can
le-mail Kathy at cincytub@

[ fuse.net. You can also call Beth
Murray at 221-1899. &
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