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2 The Bell of St. Mary

By Fr. Paul Ruwe
hen | hear or
read the word

W Opilgrim,0 an

image immediately

comes to my mind,

while simultaneously

a dissonant voice rings

in my ear.EThe image

is of a man sporting a

black hat while

wearing a black shirt

with a white collar,

eating dinner with

Massasoit, chief of the
Wampanoags. .
Unfortunately MassasoitOs.

voice matches John WayneOs in The
Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, sayi
OPilgrim, youOve had a rough yeart
To briefly digress, did you know that
JohnWayne only used the word Opilgr]

in two films, the above mentioned ar
McClintock?E His impersonators hal

was.E Anyway, | canOt hear or read
word OpilgrimO without an interior
chuckle.EEE

Of the many images the Second Vati
Council put forth in its Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church, Lumen
Gentium, the notion of the pilgrim Chur
is one of its most profound and
refreshing.EIn chapter seven we are
Ountil there shall be new heavens a
new earth in which justice dwells, th
pilgrim Church in her sacraments ar
institutions, which pertain to this prese
time, has the appearance of this wo
which is passing and she herself dw|
among creatures OESimply put, weC
the way, together, and Christ is the (
who holds us together, heaven and e
parish and archdiocese, family and
individual.E

As | reflect on the theme of vocation |
the Spring edition of The Bell, | can(
help but be reminded of the short per

Retlections from Fr. Paul to the Marians

made it more prevalent than it actuallyhis pilgrim Church and his guidance

And yet our time togethe
has been and will
continue to be an
important part of ong
anotherQOs pilgrim
journey.EWe will
always be united mo
profoundly by the
sacraments we hav
shared and will
continue to be drawr
together through then
no matter where my
journey as a priest lead
me. Like the first
Thanksgiving, the importan
part of the celebration is that it i
ngne of gratitude for blessings receiv
=.arel the opportunities weOve been g
to share in that have helped shape ¢
n&nother in preparation for the who, wh
dwhere, and when that comes next. T
vavhy is the constant...ChristOs love f

thes all until we are one in Christ.

As St. Mary prepares to welcome

Fr. Kenneth Schartz and say farewe
cane, or, as | borrowed from Jimmy Stew
whenever Grandma wanted me to le

Marriage: Not a
Vocation for the
Self-Absorbed

By Jack Greiner
>rf] was a pretty cocky kid when | got
I married. And that cockiness caused

to be generally dismissive of well-

meaning people who tried to tell me tha

marriage could be hard. In my mind, m)

fiancZ and | were good people who love

seach other. What could be hard about t

o Well, it turns out | was rightNmy wife ang
| are good people who love each other.

nNmarriage can be hard. And the fact th
itOs hard is not a reflection of the quality
ghe people involved. ItOs a reflection ak
the institution itself.

t

ethat it is almost a daily balancing act. It
biequires that | decide how much of Ome

me
t

d
hat?

)|
But

1 those well-meaning people were right, too

at
of
out

sIn twenty-six years of marriage, |Ove learned

Ol

D

meed to retain for my own sake and how
atuch of OmeO | need to sacrifice for t

with one of the kids when they have a
| eiispute with their mom? How much tim

vay wife?

OHereOs your hat; whatOs your hufry?0

tqlidhrim journey together and the imp
nave will always have on one another.
e the root of vocation is understood as
dawareness of our being called, | pra
2rihat the call continues to come throy
Idoud and clear to each of us through €
eltsther, wherever we may be, that we
Dralboalled to be united in the glory of
Driehrist, now and foreves

arth,

or
Dt
iod

of time | have shared with you as pasqorE

enarriage hard. And thatOs the case non

Aww OgoodO the people are, or how m
#imey love each other. But knowing itOs

iymakes it all the more remarkable when |

gtouples who have been married for a lg

arthe walking down the street holding han|

afs Tom Hanks tells Geena Davis in A
League of Their Own, OOf course itOs
ItOs the hard that makes it gre#t.O

e

tgood of Ous.O Sometimes that balance is
ppretty trivialN| can agree that my wife can
ofatch The Bachelor on the HD televisian
while | watch a basketball game upstairs.
Other times itOs not. What do | do if | agree

ahould | spend on activities that donOtinclude

chwve remind one another of the specialltOs those balancing decisions, especially
grace of the steps we have shared or) thiglong-term, important ones, that mal

e
hatter
ich
nard
see
ng
ds.

nard.







