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2 The Bell of St. Mary

By Fr. Paul Ruwe
hen | hear or
read the word

W Opilgrim,0 an

image immediately

comes to my mind,

while simultaneously

a dissonant voice rings

in my ear.EThe image

is of a man sporting a

black hat while

wearing a black shirt

with a white collar,

eating dinner with

Massasoit, chief of the
Wampanoags. .
Unfortunately MassasoitOs.

voice matches John WayneOs in The
Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, sayi
OPilgrim, youOve had a rough yeart
To briefly digress, did you know that
JohnWayne only used the word Opilgr]

in two films, the above mentioned ar
McClintock?E His impersonators hal

was.E Anyway, | canOt hear or read
word OpilgrimO without an interior
chuckle.EEE

Of the many images the Second Vati
Council put forth in its Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church, Lumen
Gentium, the notion of the pilgrim Chur
is one of its most profound and
refreshing.EIn chapter seven we are
Ountil there shall be new heavens a
new earth in which justice dwells, th
pilgrim Church in her sacraments ar
institutions, which pertain to this prese
time, has the appearance of this wo
which is passing and she herself dw|
among creatures OESimply put, weC
the way, together, and Christ is the (
who holds us together, heaven and e
parish and archdiocese, family and
individual.E

As | reflect on the theme of vocation |
the Spring edition of The Bell, | can(
help but be reminded of the short per

Retlections from Fr. Paul to the Marians

made it more prevalent than it actuallyhis pilgrim Church and his guidance

And yet our time togethe
has been and will
continue to be an
important part of ong
anotherQOs pilgrim
journey.EWe will
always be united mo
profoundly by the
sacraments we hav
shared and will
continue to be drawr
together through then
no matter where my
journey as a priest lead
me. Like the first
Thanksgiving, the importan
part of the celebration is that it i
ngne of gratitude for blessings receiv
=.arel the opportunities weOve been g
to share in that have helped shape ¢
n&nother in preparation for the who, wh
dwhere, and when that comes next. T
vavhy is the constant...ChristOs love f

thes all until we are one in Christ.

As St. Mary prepares to welcome

Fr. Kenneth Schartz and say farewe
cane, or, as | borrowed from Jimmy Stew
whenever Grandma wanted me to le

Marriage: Not a
Vocation for the
Self-Absorbed

By Jack Greiner
>rf] was a pretty cocky kid when | got
I married. And that cockiness caused

to be generally dismissive of well-

meaning people who tried to tell me tha

marriage could be hard. In my mind, m)

fiancZ and | were good people who love

seach other. What could be hard about t

o Well, it turns out | was rightNmy wife ang
| are good people who love each other.

nNmarriage can be hard. And the fact th
itOs hard is not a reflection of the quality
ghe people involved. ItOs a reflection ak
the institution itself.

t

ethat it is almost a daily balancing act. It
biequires that | decide how much of Ome

me
t

d
hat?

)|
But

1 those well-meaning people were right, too

at
of
out

sIn twenty-six years of marriage, |Ove learned

Ol

D

meed to retain for my own sake and how
atuch of OmeO | need to sacrifice for t

with one of the kids when they have a
| eiispute with their mom? How much tim

vay wife?

OHereOs your hat; whatOs your hufry?0

tqlidhrim journey together and the imp
nave will always have on one another.
e the root of vocation is understood as
dawareness of our being called, | pra
2rihat the call continues to come throy
Idoud and clear to each of us through €
eltsther, wherever we may be, that we
Dralboalled to be united in the glory of
Driehrist, now and foreves

arth,

or
Dt
iod

of time | have shared with you as pasqorE

enarriage hard. And thatOs the case non

Aww OgoodO the people are, or how m
#imey love each other. But knowing itOs

iymakes it all the more remarkable when |

gtouples who have been married for a lg

arthe walking down the street holding han|

afs Tom Hanks tells Geena Davis in A
League of Their Own, OOf course itOs
ItOs the hard that makes it gre#t.O

e

tgood of Ous.O Sometimes that balance is
ppretty trivialN| can agree that my wife can
ofatch The Bachelor on the HD televisian
while | watch a basketball game upstairs.
Other times itOs not. What do | do if | agree

ahould | spend on activities that donOtinclude

chwve remind one another of the specialltOs those balancing decisions, especially
grace of the steps we have shared or) thiglong-term, important ones, that mal

e
hatter
ich
nard
see
ng
ds.

nard.
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By Joan Lee

raised in ruralEBotkins,Ohio, Ethe preac
in a devout family that prayed

Fr. Jim OOConner, as a greaivhich you
influence in his life and
eventually his vocation to the

Fr. Schnippel went to Ohio

State University. By the end of his first ye
he felt called to the priesthood and went
to attend Pontifical College Josephinun
inEColumbus. Fr. Kyle graduated in thre
years and enrolled at Mount St. Mary
Seminary, where, he says, Ol continue
grow in faith and in understanding ofEw!
was, and who I was in GodOs eyes. The
of priesthood started to become more
concrete, and more exciting.O Fr. Kyle
ordainedEa year prior toEour pastor, Fr.
E

family often sparks aninterestand an
openness to GodOs calling.E However
do notalways hear the calling right away
knowwhatto dowith it.E Sometimes ayo
man pursues other interests including col
and career before he hears the calling g
recognizes that the calling keeps persis
andisreal.

According to Fr. Schnippel, O The journ
to priesthood can often be a rocky road,
fraughtwith doubts and times of uncertai
and the overwhelming feeling of, OWho
[ to think that | am called to this?0!0 Itig
uncommon that the feeling of being call
to the priesthood is strong, while other tin
itrecedes.

There are four Pillars of Formation:

Intellectual, Spiritual, Pastoral, and Persg
According to Fr. Schnippel, OThe proce
starts with discernmentNto come to kng

Vocations in the Archdiocese

0 Father, raise up
among Christians
abundant and holy
recentl_y ha_d the pleasure prl‘l;:lt:::[‘l]: s“t'zt:l:;ep GodOs W!||, an_d invplvg:s
spending time with Fathe he faith ali y d d prayer, a listening withEthe ¢
Kyle Schnippel,EDirectol the faith alive and guar of the heart,Eand an attracti
\bcations forEthe Archdioced€ blessed memory of 1, e deeperinto a

of Cincinnati. Fr. Kylewas ~ your Son Jesus through

wonrd and the
and attended Mass together. administration of the
Fr. Schnippel credits his pastor, Sacraments, with

renew your faithful.
priesthood. After high school, -Pope Benedict XVI

Most vocations are formed within afamﬂlylﬁ order to help men hear, recognize, or
The religious and spiritual life of a manQsaccept the call to the priestly vocation, tk

relationship with Christ. Hav
you felta calling and prayed
lot for GodOs guidance? Do
the call keep coming back?
This personal journey involve
hearing what God is saying,
understanding the needs of

the Church, and gaining
sense of your gifts and talen
through silence, listening for
ahe Lord, obedience and trust that God

continually

deeper participation in the Eucharist,
x@liscussions about your call with a priest

and prayer for guidance. Especially
ditoportant is prayer; a priest must be am
naibrayer. Once aman approachesthe Ch
isdaecome a priest, discernment contint

This time, the Church discerns whether
vpsospective priest has the skills and
Raawledge to be a priest. OE

E

Vocations Office uses ads, presentation
IBeimols starting as young as fifth throug
eighth grade, the Internet,EandEblogs.
uHgwever, the mostimportant way to
egrcourage vocations is through parish
rappeals and our own prayers. Fr. Schni
tiagcourages us allto pray for vocations.,

For more information, go toEwww.cincin
eyocations.org, where you can find help

information on OHearing the CallO, the
nprocess, searching for answers, FAQs,
amd personal testimonies from eight

poiests.ERight now, there are twenty-se|
edeminarians andEMt. St. Mary is lookin
nesten new candidates for fall. EIf you an

interested in talking to Fr. Kyle Schnippe

about vocations, he can be reached atH

The Vocation Office, Archdiocese of
n@incinnati at (513)421-3131 x2890 or b
ssmail vocations@catholiccincinnati.org
vl

aémows what is best for us, response by awere usually trained as either teacher

;raitie voluminous skirts, but made little

Sister Helen
Miriam Gunn

By Mickey Krusling
pon graduation from high school i
EU 1940, Sister Helen Miriam Gunn [¢
o her home in Michigan to answer tl
call to serve God as a vowed religious
eWhen she joined the Sisters of Charity
&Cincinnati she expected to wear the
esaditional habit and live a community i
as had the teachers who had inspired he
2@ postulant and novice she learned to
withdraw from worldly relationships in
order to serve God and spread his wo
by ministering to his people. Since the
[SSisters of Charity were mainly devoted
the education of children and the care
orphans, the poor and the sick, new entr

nurses, and eventually Sister Helen Miri
became a teacher and took the vows
ofEpoverty, chastity, and obedience. B
ahough she was allowed no money, nee
urclbey the wishes of her superiors, ai
l@gas restricted in her relationships wit
tfemily and friends, Sister was happy livi
the life she had chosen, and enjoyed
teaching.E
E
Vatican Il brought huge changes to thg
€hurch and the new modernization w.
Salt in the convents.EMost noticeable
halked about by the public was the chal
in garb.E The traditional habit, which usu
reflected the dress common at the time
order was founded, became optional
Dpkirts were shortened and heads werg
Hiared.EThis certainly freed many hou
previously spent on starching and iron

utlifference in the mission of the sisters

The vows were still in place, but now

instead of asking for every dime each

individual had a budget to follow.EAs
veimmen entered the professional worlg
yreligious orders found vocations often
ewere delayed until after the woman alre
lhad a career.EConvents broadened t
mission as these women with their spe
talents joined the ranks.EThe vow of
yobedience is still respected; however, t
. is now room for maore choices in the
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Sister Helen
Miriam Gunn

Continued from previous page

religious world just as in the lay world.
Sister sees Vatican Il as a return to the
roots of the order and found it necesse
to be adaptable in order to fulfill the missig
of the Charity Sisters: to live simply an
serve with compassion and hope as th
seek to meet the changing needs of th
time.E

E

Atfter a long career of teaching at
elementary, high school, and college lev
Sister shares a home in our parish witl
Mary Bradley who is an Associate ofE
Charity Sisters.E MaryEwas taught by
Charity nuns for sixteen years and the
spent her whole teaching career with

in St. Mary Grade School. These two

women represent the Charity Commun
of 500 Sisters and the 130 Associates V|
are men and women who annually sig
an agreement to share friendship, faitk
and action in the spirit of the Gospel at
to express spirituality in their lives.EToget
the professed Sisters and the Associa
share the charism of the Charities as tf

simplicity, and charity.E
E

While living in our secular neighborhoo
both women travel frequently to the

Motherhouse at Mt. St. Joseph to join
the larger Charity Community for speci
liturgies and celebrations, educational
opportunities, and social occasions.E

Young Sister Helen Miriam could not ha
could not have foreseen a time when |
good friend and fellow teacher could
choose to live outside the convent.ETin

but the mission is still the sam.

Charity Sisters, with eight of those yearsf the priests in the inner city increased

live a faith-filled life and walk in humility,| E

envisioned her life today, and Mary BradleyVhen the urging persists over a long tir

have changed for theEreligious orders,

{rom Fr. Ray

ByJoan Lee

66 J aways had a hunger forEmeani
lifeEand to know more about Go
iry M Spirit and the Transcendent One
pmysterious power intertwined with out
dlife.O Fr. Ray Aichele prayed for God
ayuidance, oftenEgoing toEdaily Mass. |
efall of 1949, he entered St. Gregory
Seminary, but his ordination was dela
ayear when doubts creptin. E
E
ekr. Ray was sent to St. Edward/St. An
1 parish to experience a priestOs life. Th
Hee assisted the pastor,Eand taught m
subjects in the high school. The good
nexample of pastor, Fr. Leander Schwei
and the fraternity and co-operative minist

calling to the priesthood. He returned t
itthe seminary where he prayed for a sig
vhbat the priesthood was his vocation. H
nanswer: Ordination Day was on the Fe
,Day of St. Thomas the Doubter, Decem
n@1, 1958. OAfter much prayer, | feltEifE
heould help just one person in the proce

n@ypriest.0

Fr. Ray served as Spiritual Formation
Director at St. Mary Seminary, helping
I, guide seminarians into personal discov,
and the true calling to the priesthood. OS
rstudents said they had an inner urging
atoward priesthood from an early age. Of
teachers or parents would notice qualit
in the child and suggest they may have
vocation. Many try to ignore this inner cd
gout it off and take up some other caree

1ehey finally give up that career and ente
the seminary. Others come because o

negigious awakening, and sense God ir

Bew way. Their response is a wish to sg
or thank God.O

E

OSome of those now being called to
priesthood desire something holy and
stable.They live in a secular world whe

Thouohts on Yocation

gimthe surface one thing is not more hg
assacred than another.EEthics, or righ
wrong, seem to have no anchor but shi
whatever is more useful or convenient )

Rineyer is a vital part of formation. OAdeeper
fulfillment of these desires for the Holyj |
daklieve, could be achieved by having
spiritual eyes and ears to see and hear the
sacredness of what God has created and
ediosomplished in JesusO incarnation. It is
re in our experiences with life that
rigy to discover the will of God. The spiritual
journey is for Othe CalledO as well as for
zewrselves,Eto take those experienceskEto
igsayer, not just saying prayers, but opening
hesirselves to the presence of God in silence,
pto dialogue with God.O

n

igvccoring to Fr. Ray, future seminarian
astedEto test what thoughts and inspirations
beome to them from such prayer over a
-humber of days, checking it again with the
dsord and/ or a spiritual director. Ols it ggo

asf dying, then it would be worth becomingr God? Seminarians are at various places

alongEthe continuum of the spiritual path.
The Lord shows them what is important at
each stage.OE The ones that Fr. Ray
tencountered Ohave this inner sense
groly and GodOs presence in the world.
oiffeey have sensitive and beautiful souls
very engaged in personal, spiritual journgys.
1o make it to ordination (50 percent drop
iesit in the first two years) the seminarign
has to grasp theology and church teaching.
IEspecially importantis how well the student
r.can relate to people.EThe student may |eave
nie seminary because he haseOaEgreater
xdesire and call to companionship, childr
and marriage. Intimacy and sexuality h
avery high valueEthat someEcannot
rigmore.OEFr. Ray said, Ol have come
more deeply entrust myself and my minis
into GodOs handsNtrylng to follow his
lead, hisinspirations. | donOt always sucg
but | pray for the grace to do sdO
re

the

eed,







