


was a pretty cocky kid when I got
      married. And that cockiness caused me 

to be generally dismissive of well-
meaning people who tried to tell me that
marriage could be hard.  In my mind, my
fiancŽ and I were good people who loved
each other.  What could be hard about that?

Well, it turns out I was rightÑmy wife and
I are good people who love each other.  But
those well-meaning people were right, too
Ñmarriage can be hard.  And the fact that
itÕs hard is not a reflection of the quality of
the people involved.  ItÕs a reflection about
the institution itself.

In twenty-six years of marriage, IÕve learned
that it is almost a daily balancing act.  It
requires that I decide how much of ÒmeÓ I
need to retain for my own sake and how
much of ÒmeÓ  I need to sacrifice for the
good of Òus.Ó  Sometimes that balance is
pretty trivialÑI can agree that my wife can
watch The Bachelor on the HD television
while I watch a basketball game upstairs.
Other times itÕs not. What do I do if I agree
with one of the kids when they have a
dispute with their mom?  How much time
should I spend on activities that donÕt include
my wife?

ItÕs those balancing decisions, especially
the long-term, important ones, that make
marriage hard.  And thatÕs the case no matter
how ÒgoodÓ the people are, or how much
they love each other.  But knowing itÕs hard
makes it all the more remarkable when I see
couples who have been married for a long
time walking down the street holding hands.
 As Tom Hanks tells Geena Davis in A
League of Their Own, ÒOf course itÕs hard.
 ItÕs the hard that makes it great.Ó   

          hen I hear or
          read the word 
         Òpilgrim,Ó an
image immediately
comes to my mind,
while simultaneously
a dissonant voice rings
in my ear.ÊThe image
is of a man sporting a
black hat while
wearing a black shirt
with a white collar,
eating dinner with
Massasoit, chief of the
Wampanoags.
Unfortunately MassasoitÕs
voice matches John WayneÕs in The
Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, saying,
ÒPilgrim, youÕve had a rough yearÉ.ÓÊ
To briefly digress, did you know that
John Wayne only used the word ÒpilgrimÓ
in two films, the above mentioned and
McClintock?Ê His impersonators have
made it more prevalent than it actually
was.Ê Anyway, I canÕt hear or read the
word ÒpilgrimÓ without an interior
chuckle.ÊÊÊ

Of the many images the Second Vatican
Council put forth in its Dogmatic
Constitution on the Church, Lumen
Gentium, the notion of the pilgrim Church
is one of its most profound and
refreshing.ÊIn chapter seven we are told
Òuntil there shall be new heavens and a
new earth in which justice dwells, the
pilgrim Church in her sacraments and
institutions, which pertain to this present
time, has the appearance of this world
which is passing and she herself dwells
among creatures.ÓÊSimply put, weÕre on
the way, together, and Christ is the One
who holds us together, heaven and  earth,
parish and archdiocese, family and
individual.Ê

As I reflect on the theme of vocation for
the Spring edition of The Bell, I canÕt
help but be reminded of the short period
of time I have shared with you as pastor.Ê

And yet our time together
has been and will
continue to be an
important part of one
anotherÕs pilgrim
journey.ÊWe will
always be united most
profoundly by the
sacraments we have
shared and will
continue to be drawn
together through them,

no matter where my
journey as a priest leads

me. Like the first
Thanksgiving, the important

part of the celebration is that it is
one of gratitude for blessings received
and the opportunities weÕve been able
to share in that have helped shape one
another in preparation for the who, what,
where, and when that comes next. The
why is the constant...ChristÕs love for
his pilgrim Church  and his guidance of
us all until we are one in Christ.

As St. Mary prepares to welcome
Fr. Kenneth Schartz and say farewell to
me, or, as I borrowed from Jimmy Stewart
whenever Grandma wanted me to leave,
ÒHereÕs  your hat; whatÕs your hurry?Ó
we remind one another of the special
grace of the steps we have shared on this
pilgrim journey together and the impact
we will always have on one another. As
the root of vocation is understood as an
awareness of our being called,  I pray
that the call continues to come through
loud and clear to each of us through each
other, wherever we may be, that we are
all called to be united in the glory of
Christ, now and forever. 



       pon graduation from high school in
       1940, Sister Helen Miriam Gunn left
       her home in Michigan to answer the
call to serve God as a vowed religious.Ê
When she joined the Sisters of Charity of
Cincinnati she expected to wear the
traditional habit and live a community life
as had the teachers who had inspired her.ÊAs
a postulant and novice she learned to
withdraw from worldly relationships in
order to serve God and spread his word
by ministering to his people. Since the
Sisters of Charity were mainly devoted to
the education of children and the care of
orphans, the poor and the sick, new entrants
were usually trained as either teachers or
nurses, and eventually Sister Helen Miriam
became a teacher and took the vows
ofÊpoverty, chastity, and obedience. Even
though she was allowed no money, needed
to obey the wishes of her superiors, and
was restricted in her relationships  with
family and friends, Sister was happy living
the life she had chosen, and enjoyed
teaching.Ê
Ê
Vatican II brought huge changes to the
Church and the new modernization was
felt in the convents.ÊMost noticeable and
talked about by the public was the change
in garb.Ê The traditional habit, which usually
reflected the dress common at the time the
order was founded, became optional and
skirts were shortened and heads were
bared.ÊThis certainly freed many hours
previously  spent on starching and ironing
the voluminous skirts, but made little
difference in the mission of the sisters.Ê
The vows were still in place, but now
instead of asking for every dime each
individual had a budget to follow.ÊAs
women entered the professional world,
religious orders found vocations often
were delayed until after the woman already
had a career.ÊConvents broadened their
mission as these women with their special
talents joined the ranks.ÊThe vow of
obedience is still respected; however, there
is now room for more choices in the

I   recently had the pleasure of
     spending time with Father
     Kyle Schnippel,ÊDirector of
Vocations forÊthe  Archdiocese
of Cincinnati. Fr. Kyle was
raised in ruralÊBotkins,Ohio,Ê
in a devout family that prayed
and attended Mass together.
Fr. Schnippel credits his pastor,
Fr. Jim OÕConner,  as a great
influence in his life and
eventually his vocation to the
priesthood. After high school,
Fr. Schnippel went to Ohio
State University. By the end of his first year,
he felt called to the priesthood and went on
to attend Pontifical College Josephinum
inÊColumbus. Fr. Kyle graduated in three
years and enrolled at Mount St. Mary
Seminary, where, he says,  ÒI continued to
grow in faith and in understanding ofÊwhoÊI
was, and who I was in GodÕs eyes. The idea
of priesthood started to become more
concrete, and more exciting.Ó Fr. Kyle was
ordainedÊa year prior toÊour pastor, Fr. Paul.
Ê
Most vocations are formed within a family.Ê
The religious and spiritual life of a manÕs
family often sparks an interest and an
openness to GodÕs calling.Ê However, men
do not always hear the calling right away or
know what to do with it.Ê Sometimes a young
man pursues other interests including college
and career before he hears the calling or
recognizes  that the calling keeps persisting
and is real.

According to Fr. Schnippel, ÒThe journey
to priesthood can often be a rocky road,
fraught with doubts and times  of uncertainty
and the overwhelming feeling of, ÔWho am
I to think that I am called to this?Õ!Ó  It is not
uncommon that the feeling of being called
to the priesthood is strong, while other times
it recedes.

There are four Pillars of Formation:
Intellectual,  Spiritual, Pastoral, and Personal.
According to Fr. Schnippel, ÒThe process
starts with discernmentÑto come to know

GodÕs will, and involves
prayer, a listening withÊthe ear
of the heart,Êand an attraction
to move deeper into  a
relationship with Christ. Have
you felt a calling and prayed a
lot for GodÕs guidance? Does
the call keep coming back?
This personal journey involves
hearing what God is saying,
understanding the needs of 
        the Church, and gaining a
sense of your gifts and talents
through silence, listening for

the Lord, obedience and trust that God
knows what is best for us, response by a
deeper participation in the Eucharist,
discussions about your call with a priest,
and prayer for guidance. Especially
important is prayer; a priest must be a man
of prayer. Once a man approaches the Church
to become a priest, discernment continues.
This time, the Church discerns whether the
prospective priest has the skills and
knowledge to be a priest.ÓÊ
Ê
In order to help men hear, recognize, or
accept the call to the priestly vocation, the
Vocations Office uses ads, presentations at
schools starting as young as  fifth through
eighth grade, the Internet,ÊandÊblogs.
However, the most important way to
encourage vocations is through parish
appeals and our own prayers. Fr. Schnippel
encourages us all to  pray for vocations.ÊÊ

For more information, go toÊwww.cincinnati
vocations.org,  where you can find helpful
information on ÒHearing the CallÓ, the
process, searching for answers, FAQs,
and personal testimonies from eight
priests.ÊRight now, there are twenty-seven
seminarians andÊMt. St. Mary is looking
at ten new candidates for fall. ÊIf  you are
interested in talking to Fr. Kyle Schnippel
about vocations, he can be reached atÊ
The Vocation Office, Archdiocese of
Cincinnati at (513)421-3131 x2890 or by
email vocations@catholiccincinnati.org.



religious world just as in the lay world.
Sister sees Vatican II as a return to the
roots of the order and found it necessary
to be adaptable in order to fulfill the mission
of the Charity Sisters: to live simply and
serve with compassion and hope as they
seek to meet the changing needs of the
time.Ê
Ê
After a long career of teaching at
elementary, high school, and college level,
Sister shares a home in our parish with
Mary Bradley who is an Associate ofÊ the
Charity Sisters.Ê MaryÊwas taught by
Charity nuns for sixteen years and then
spent her whole teaching career with
Charity Sisters, with eight of those years
in St. Mary Grade School. These two
women represent the Charity Community
of 500 Sisters and the 130 Associates who
are men and women who annually sign
an agreement to share friendship, faith,
and action in the spirit of the Gospel and
to express spirituality in their lives.ÊTogether
the professed Sisters and the Associates
share the charism of the Charities as they
live a faith-filled life and walk in humility,
simplicity, and charity.Ê
Ê
While living in our secular neighborhood,
both women travel frequently to the
Motherhouse at Mt. St. Joseph to join in
the larger Charity Community for special
liturgies and celebrations, educational
opportunities, and social occasions.Ê
Ê
Young Sister Helen Miriam could not have
envisioned her life today, and Mary Bradley
could not have foreseen a time when her
good friend and fellow teacher could
choose to live outside the convent.ÊTimes
have changed for theÊreligious orders,Ê
but the mission is still the same.  

           always had a hunger forÊmeaning in
           lifeÊand to know more about God as
           Spirit and the Transcendent One, a
mysterious  power intertwined with our
life.Ó Fr. Ray Aichele prayed for GodÕs
guidance, oftenÊgoing toÊdaily Mass. In the
fall of 1949, he entered St. Gregory
Seminary, but his ordination was delayed
a year when doubts crept in. Ê
Ê
Fr. Ray was sent to St. Edward/St. AnneÕs
parish to experience a priestÕs life. There
he assisted the pastor,Êand taught many
subjects in the high school. The good
example of pastor, Fr. Leander Schweitzer
and the fraternity and co-operative ministries
of the priests in the inner city increased his
calling to the priesthood. He returned to
the seminary where he prayed for a sign
that the priesthood was his vocation. His
answer: Ordination Day was on the Feast
Day of St. Thomas the Doubter, December
21, 1958. ÒAfter much prayer, I feltÊifÊI
could help just one person in the process
of dying, then it would be worth becoming
a priest.Ó
Ê
Fr. Ray served as Spiritual Formation
Director at St. Mary Seminary, helping to
guide seminarians into personal discovery
and the true calling to the priesthood. ÒSome
students said they had an inner urging
toward priesthood from an early age. Often
teachers or parents would notice qualities
in the child and suggest they may have a
vocation. Many try to ignore this inner call;
put it off and take up some other career.
When the urging persists over a long time,
they finally give up that career and enter
the seminary. Others come because of a
religious awakening, and sense God in a
new way. Their response is a wish to serve
or thank God.Ó
Ê
ÒSome of those now being called to
priesthood desire something holy and
stable.They live in a secular world where

on the surface one thing is not more holy
or sacred  than another.ÊEthics, or right and
wrong, seem to have no anchor but shift to
whatever is more useful or convenient.Ó
Ê
Prayer is a vital part of formation. ÒA deeper
fulfillment of these desires for the Holy, I
believe, could be achieved by having
spiritual eyes and ears to see and hear the
sacredness of what God has created and
accomplished in JesusÕ incarnation. It is
here in our experiences with life that we
try to discover the will of God. The spiritual
journey is for Ôthe CalledÕ as well as for
ourselves,Êto  take those experiencesÊto
prayer, not just saying prayers, but opening
ourselves to the presence of God in silence,
to dialogue with God.Ó

Accoring to Fr. Ray, future seminarians
needÊto test what thoughts and inspirations
come to them from such prayer over a
number of days, checking it again with the
Lord and/ or a spiritual director. ÒIs it ego
or God? Seminarians are at various places
alongÊthe continuum of the spiritual path.
The Lord shows them what is important at
each stage.ÓÊ The  ones that Fr. Ray
encountered Òhave this inner sense of the
Holy and GodÕs presence in the world.
They have sensitive and beautiful souls
very engaged in personal, spiritual journeys.
To make it to ordination (50 percent drop
out in the first two years) the seminarian
has to grasp theology and church teaching.
Especially important is how well the student
can relate to people.ÊThe student  may leave
the seminary because he hasÊÒaÊgreater
desire and call to companionship, children,
and marriage. Intimacy and sexuality have
a very high valueÊthat someÊcannot
ignore.ÓÊFr. Ray  said, ÒI have come to
more deeply entrust myself and my ministry
into GodÕs handsÑtrying to follow his
lead, his inspirations. I donÕt always succeed,
but I pray for the grace to do so.Ó  




