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Faith of Qur Fathers

By Fr. Ken Schartz

b

oing to
Mass.Elt
was part

agreements
over teachings
of the church?

and parcel of Many Catho-
growing up. lics, I am sure,

come up with
When we were these excuses
on vacation, and others as
the first thing well.E

my parents did R
was find the nearest What can be done?El thi
and mom were a part of |the basics. | am not sayir
whatis called OThe Greatestirn the altars back arour
Generation.O They lived
through the Depression anéunday, but the revereng
World War II.ETheir faith | of those days is missing.
was a focal point of their | During the 1970s and
lives and they did their bestL980s, the faith taught in
to instill that faith in my | the schools and the CCL
brother and myself.ETheyprograms was watered
were not alone in their | down to the point where
endeavors. Catholic parentsne theologian quipped tf
of that era did the same. Wden Commandments ha
wouldnQOt think of missingbecome the Ten

Mass or not saying prayersuggestions.E

at meals or before we went

to bed. Butis this mentality,For those of you who arg
this sharing of oneOs faitfreading this article at thisg
a part of this current | moment, | ask that you pra
generation of parents?El that people will get their
donOt think so. priorities in order and
realize what a precious g
True, there are many goadt is to receive the Euchari
parents who do what ourseach and every Sunday.
did, but sadly, many do notalso ask you where you {
If there is a sporting eventin with the above.EDo yq
that happens on a Saturdampstill the Catholic faith in
or a Sunday, more often | your children as did my
than not, Jesus takes a bagarents and others like
seat, if he has a seat at | them, or are you like thos
all. EWhy is that?Els it thewho will say if we make i
abuse crisis that has sourgh church, fine, but if not,
peopleOs faith?Els it dis{ the Lord understands#

Catholic Church.EMy dadthe answer is going back tB

or have Latin Masses every;

By Kathleen Cail

t St. Mary we have mat
different faith sharin
groups. Some call

themselves OBible study
groups,O while others call
themselves Ofaith sharing.O
have men only, women only
mixed,E and couples groups
During the spring, a group o
fathers and their teenage so
took faith sharing into a new
glection. For an hour and a
tgalf, every Sunday evening f

N

S teve and Theo Baker, Jeff al

en Cail, John, and Gabe Kuc
im and John Orzali, Steve a
IRick Romanelli, Bill and
Andrew Salomon, and Steve
and Geoff Schweller) gathere
together to share in OThe Gr
DAdventure Bible Series for
Teens.OE The Great Advent

%ight weeks, fathers and sor

fible and simplifies it into ong
arrative, giving us our faith
tory.
Both the dads and their sons
showed up for eight weeks,
despite homework, exams,
work commitments, sporting
yovents, and all the other
ctivities of life that can get i
the way of practicing our faith
While some of the dads and
fitheir sons were a little
Sincomfortable at first, every
ad and his son walked awa
itrom the meetings having
learned something they didr
know or given more thought t
something they hadnOt
considered before. Jeff Cail w
moved by the idea that in thé
face of torturous deaths, the
rdisciples continued to tell the
story and spread the messa
of Christ, while Bill Salomon

From Generation
to Generation

Series takes the 73 books of frand live the story. This progr

ywas moved to send out a follo
yup email sharing Bible passag
he had found as a result of t
Great Adventures discussio
John Orzali (SMS, 7th grade
\Wes surprised to learn the
relationship between Passo
and the Crucifixion, and Ber
Cail (Walnut Hills, 8th grader|
neved the story of EstherOs
bravery and thought it was 8
great hero story.
g
g he importance of this Bible
nstudy group was the coming
angether of parent and child
nshare and learn more about th
faith. The great generationa
2 divide was set aside on Sund
@venings.E
pat
The Great Adventure is mea
uochelp Catholics learn the sta
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buses scripture study to help?r

Catholics better understand the

Mass, the liturgy, and the

Church, with the belief that
s when we understand scriptu

we have a deeper and more

loving relationship with God
are more excited about the Ma
and have a greater appreciat
nof the sacraments. The mor
informed we are, the more
comfortable we become wit
his/her faith and that comfor]
brings a confidence in
\participating in the Mass anc
the Church as well as sharin
®ur faith with others.
o]

Great Adventure has a child
akeen, and adult program. Lo
2onto www.biblestudyfor

catholics.com to find out more
iiland consider starting your own

Hgroup.f
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Faith is Constant
Change is Inevitable

By Mary Anne Bressler

unparalleled change in the world| and active participation by the entire

with two world wars, the technologicalssembly of worshipers. It was no lon
explosion, and other factors that seemadceptable to pray the rosary during M
to rock the foundations of human Catholics began to hear more of the B
experience and understanding. In theé with the three-year cycle of Sunday
Church, this was true as well. Personsreadings, and were now encouraged
who lived in the latter half of the centuirgtudy the ScripturesNa practice stron
experienced a time of nearly unparalleletiscouraged since the Council of Trern
change in the Church, one that had a hube 16th century.
impact on how they lived their faith.

T he 20th century was a period of| and also with the call to full, consciou

Other changes were perhaps more su
Through conversation with a few Mickey Krusling talks about how perso
parishioners who lived through this timegesponsibility became more pronoung
itis easy to see how the Church has changexiparish-wide devotions became le
over the decades. When asked about|ti@mmon, individuals had to become
fondest memories of growing up Cathaliegsponsible for nurturing their own pral
a clear picture emergedNone that wouliife. She comments that it was actual
not be drawn by Catholics under age 4€impler before the Council when
everything was legislated or Oat least 1
One aspectwas being educated exclusivesy.O

by women religious in grade school. One

respondent mentioned not having a malérough these tumultuous years bot
teacher until she got to graduate schpdhe Church and in society, faith has
The parish was the focus of life for thegsemained the center of CatholicsO liv
individuals, and the calendar revolvedWhen life dealt them personal challen
around not just Mass but novenas, saingsoh as the iliness and death of loved ¢
days, the praying of the Angelus, and quitsieir trust in God served as a guide thrg
visits to church. Atthat time parishes oftetimes of trouble. Even though the Chy
had a clear ethnic characterNthe Irish has changedNand continues to chan
church, the Polish church, etc. (If you in ways that they sometimes find
look at Mt. Adams, this is easily seen itroublingNthey find stability and joy ir
the stoneOs throw distance between Gerth@nChurch and hope that younger

Cusick family tells how the priest at theOKeep the faith. Remember the pow
Polish church that they had been faithfullyrayer. Practice your religion. Grow i
attending suggested they have their ¢chkdowledge about your faithdO

baptized at the Irish church.

The 1960s brought about change in n alr_:Iy Fﬂlth IS the Stre"gﬂ]

every aspect of American life, but in

very particular way for Catholics with the hy WI"CI] d Shﬂttered

advent of the second Vatican Council. My

respondents all mentioned the importance W["'Id Sha" emel'ge

of the changes in liturgy that took place

after the Council. First and foremost Was I“tﬂ ﬂ]e Ilﬂht
that the liturgy was now spoken in th 5
vernacular. Also, the role of the laity was Helen Keller
redefined, both in new roles such as lectors

Father Ken
Uelebrates 20 Years

By Jack Greiner

s, ™gne 8, 1995. It was Morning in America.
onald Reagan was in the White Holse.
g\J ;\ears for Fears were rocking the charts
ash OEverybody Wants to Rule the World.O
ilBeonies was making millions at the box
office. The Reds beat the Padres 7-4. And a
t@ung man named Ken Schartz was ordained
giyto the priesthood. Nice to know that at least
tdamething on that list is still going strong.

Father Ken attended college at St. Gregpry
Igminary from 1977 to 1980 and graduated
nibm The Pontifical Josephinum in 1981. He
s&¢ehs then off to Mount St. Mary Seminary
sgom 1981 to 1985, when he was ordained.
He also took classes at Ohio State, Notrg
yBame, and Xavier.
ly
Father KenOs first assignment was St. John
rtheBaptist Church on Dry Ridge Rd. He was
there from 1985 to 1988. He celebrated his
first Mass on June 9, 1985. As he recalls| his
hfirst Mass went surprisingly smoothly. He
does admit, however, that he once called the
eleceased ata funeral by the wrong name and
peering awater rite he Olet go of the aspergillum
niaes| tomahawked a lady upside the head.O
ugh
rEh Ken believes that the best part of bei
gepriest is being with people in the ups and
downs of their lives. It also gives him great
npleasure when someone tells him thata homily
touched them. He has enjoyed his experiénce

Holy Cross and Italian Immaculata). Thgenerations will, as Marge Wimberg says,a priest, but admits that there are challenges.

cHefnotes, for example, that celibacy at tirpes
nhas been a struggle, but compares it to
struggle of fidelity for married couples.

When asked why he would recommend|the
priesthood as a vocation, Fr. Ken notes, quite
simply, that it is a rewarding life. In his own
words, OYou are not in it for the big bucks.
But, as they say, you canOt take it with you,
but you can take with you a satisfaction that
you did your best in bringing people to the
Lord.O

Our parish is certainly rewarded by having
Fr. Ken in our mids#







